
 
 

Dr. Herrin’s Words of Wisdom 
 
I greatly appreciate the thought that I have wisdom to share.  Over my lifetime, I have had the 
chance to work with thousands of students and parents.  Plus, I have learned a lot from 
“trying” to raise my two daughters.  The one thing that I am very confident is that no two 
teenagers are exactly the same.  What worked with one of my daughters did not necessarily 
work with the other.  Same is true with students.  Each individual soul is unique and what 
drives their thoughts are very different.  My wisdom thought for this month is for parents to 
surround themselves with as many people who care about your child.  Understand that 
everyone sees a different side and has a different glimpse of this child that you love so much. 
Collect as much information that you can before you jump to a conclusion.  Sometimes what 
you are seeing may not be the full picture.  Your child changes a lot during middle school 
years.  What you thought and saw last week may not be what you think and see next week. 
 
Enjoy the moment! 
Dr. Herrin 

 

 
 
There  will be  NO  SCHOOL  on 
Monday,  September 4th in 
observance of  Labor Day. 

 

 

Congratulations to our August Pumas of the Week! 
 

● 6th Grade: Logan Sisk, Brittany Hoffman, Solicity Muncy, Dylan Baker, 
Anna Simms, Kory Kingsbury and Jediah Young.  

 
● 7th Grade: Stella DeLong, Paul Sellers, Derek Hoffman, Charlie Miller, 

John Hackney, and Haley Scheu.  
 

● 8th Grade:  Brandt Dunkel, Spencer Schenk, Sarah Reisz, Maggie 
Wiseman, Jasa Franklin, William "Preston" Robertson, Zion Cole and 
Aaliyah Mattingly 

 



 
 
 
Parents can access RDS 
Parent Access to keep 
up to date on grades, 
attendance, and 
behavior.  Access codes 
went home on 
September 1st with your 
child. 
 

 

Before school drop off.  
We have no staff on duty 
prior to 7:00.  If a student 
must be dropped off 
prior to 7, the student 
must sit in the front 
atrium and wait until 
staff arrives who can 
accompany them to the 
gym.  Students cannot 
walk around the 
building. 
 

 
School Fundraiser:  The HPSA World's Finest Chocolate Sale will kick off 

September 13th.  This is our only school-wide fundraiser of the year.  This 
fundraiser supports numerous core experiences that all students benefit from. 

There are many cash prizes that go along with selling even just one box. 
Everyone love chocolate!   

 
A huge thank you to the PTSA for their 
generous gift to fund the first phase of 
a new sound system for our school 
activities, sporting events, and musical 
concerts.  If anyone would like to help 
support, the second phase can 
contact Jessica Minor or Dr. Herrin. 

First PTSA meeting for the year will be 
September 6th at 6:00 PM in the media 
center.  All parents are invited to 
engage in our continuous 
conversation on finding ways for 
parents to support the students and 
staff at HPSA. 

 

 

6th Grade After School Choir will NOT meet 
September 4th (Labor Day) and 11th (teacher 
meeting)  We will begin again Monday September 
18 after school from 2:30-3:50pm. There is an after 
school bus to take students home at 4pm.  
 
Rock Band/Guitar Club meets every Tuesday after 
school from 2:30-3:50pm. There is an after school 
bus to take students home at 4pm.  
 
Upcoming Events 
Winter Choir Concert  
December 7th 6:30pm at the Helfrich Park Gym 
 
Contact Mr. DeKemper if you have any questions  
andrew.dekemper@evsck12.com 



 
 

6th GRADE STARS 
 
SCIENCE:   The 6th graders are off to a great start!  We are learning that there 
are three major divisions of science: life, earth, and physical.  Each division of 
science has a lot of sub- categories.  We are also learning the scientific method; 
the step by step process of conducting a science experiment.  Soon we will 
learn about the metric system.  If your child has Ms. Wright for science, please 
get signed up for Remind.  Remind is a way to keep you informed about what is 
happening in science class and any upcoming assignments.   
MATH:  Sixth grade math students are off and running this year!  We have 
already learned about adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing with 
decimal numbers, and students have taken their first test.  Decimals are part of 
the “real world,” and we have put extra focus on ways they are used every day. 
During our next unit, we will be learning some neat divisibility tricks as well as 
converting decimals, fractions, and percents. Honors math students will be 
doing fraction operations, and advanced-honors students will be working on 
decimals, fractions, and percent problems. All sixth grade math students have 
homework at least 4 times a week. Please be sure to go over your child’s 
homework with him/her to be sure it is completed each night.  If we work 
together, we can help ensure that the sixth grade year will be a successful one 
for your Helfrich Park child! 
SOCIAL STUDIES:  Our first unit of study is geography. During this unit we are 
focusing on the characteristics of climate regions and major physical features 
of the Western Hemisphere. Some specific learning targets include using 
latitude and longitude, locating the 7 continents and 4 Hemispheres, and 
distinguishing between absolute and relative locations. We will soon begin 
using an online non-fiction reading program called "Achieve 3000." This 
program begins with a "level set" test to determine each student's reading level. 
Articles will then be assigned based upon individual reading abilities. More 
information will be announced in class and on Remind. A note about supplies: 
Almost every student has turned in their 7 pronged folders needed for social 
studies, and they are safely stored for use throughout this school year. If you 
haven't sent these in yet, I am still collecting. Thank you, parents!  
 

 
 
Also, please keep an eye out for Land between the Lakes information, it will be 
coming home soon.  There will be a parent information meeting on Tuesday 
November 14th at 6:00pm in the cafeteria.  If you have questions or would like to 
volunteer for this trip please contact Ms. Wright.  Megan.Wright@evsck12.com 



 
 

Spirit Days on September 
8, 15, 22, and 29. 
Students wear their 
Helfrich Park or Reitz Spirit 
wear and uniform bottoms. 
   

Friday Fun Night 
 

Will be September 
29th 

 
 
 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
Students should check the lost and 
found located in the gym and the 
office.  PLEASE put your student’s 
name on all articles of clothing, 
backpacks, and lunchboxes. 

 
 

Sick Child?   
If your child is ill, please call Helfrich 
Park Attendance at 812-435-8246 ext. 1 
before 9 am.   

Homework Request? 
If you would like homework to be 
collected, please request it by 9am.  It 
will be available for you to pick up in 
the front office between 3 and 3:30pm. 

 
 
FROM THE NURSE: 
If you have a student new to Helfrich Park this year or a current sixth grader, 
and you have not yet sent in a copy of the updated immunizations for your 
child, please send these in to the nurse. 
If your student has asthma, diabetes, food allergies, and/or seizures, please 
make sure his/her Care Plan Form is completed by the doctor and returned to 
the nurse’s office ASAP.  
As a reminder, students must be fever, vomiting, and diarrhea free for 24 hours 
before returning to school. 

   



 

7TH GRADE M&M’S 
 
ELA:  We are off to a great start!! Seventh grade students are reading their first 
novel of the school year. While reading these adventurous novels, they will delve 
into theme, tone, mood, and point of view. Also, students are expanding their 
skills as authors by practicing their craft and learning about the proper outline 
of an essay. We hope they continue to flourish as readers and writers!  
SOCIAL STUDIES:  The 7th graders have been geographers this first month 
back to school! In September, we will traverse the ruins of Mesopotamia and 
learn the secrets of ancient Egypt. Students will explore how civilizations began 
and how they crumbled. The rule of law, culture, trade, and other ideas will be 
unearthed and analyzed by these young archaeologists in the coming month! 
SCIENCE:  Students will be investigating the scientific method and cells. As part 
of this unit they will experiment and observe cells using microscopes. They will 
compare different types of cells, and even observe their own cheek cells. 
Hopefully they will come home and share what they're learning! Please check 
RDS regularly to ensure students are successful in all classes. Feel free to 
contact us anytime! 
MATH:  Mrs. McDurmon and Mr. Hartmann want to thank the Helfrich Park 
families for a great start to seventh grade math. We met many wonderful 
students and parents at the annual Back-to-School night. An initial placement 
test has been given to determine strengths and weaknesses. Students are 
currently working on integer addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. 
Exponents and factors are just on the horizon. As always, we continue to 
encourage daily homework and practice to develop mathematical skills. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Save the Date:  Our Veteran's Day assembly will be November 
9th at 1:30.  Veteran family members of our students are invited 
to be a part of this recognition.  There will be a reception prior 
to the assembly.  More information regarding reservations will 
come later in October. 
 
 

 
 
 



 

8TH GRADE G.8.T.O.R.S. 

 
MATH:  The G.8.T.O.R.S. are off to a great start and are looking forward to a 

bright and rewarding year.  We are trying to establish good study and work habits 

to set the tone for the year.  Teachers have been working to develop Common 

Formative Assessments for the Problems of Practice in Professional Learning 

Communities.  We are modeling how to use data to help drive instruction and 

help students succeed.  Students have been determining how to tell the difference 

between rational and irrational numbers.  They have also worked on adding, 

subtracting, multiplying and dividing these numbers.  If you have any questions 

please feel free to contact your helpful 8th grade math teacher.  

ELA:  In 8th grade ELA, students began the school year with two stories and a 

discussion of theme and plot diagrams. Tying this to English, students have been 

working on a creative story. They were asked to come up with a Superhero 

narrative and use the five points in a plot diagram to map out their story. What 

wonderful writers we have in 8th grade!! Their creativity is what drives us as 

teachers! 

US History: After a lot of review we are finally exploring America. Please sign up 

for Mr. Carnahan's Remind texts if your son/daughter has him for 8th grade social 

studies. It's very easy. Open up a text. Put 81010 as the phone number you are 

texting, and then in the text box put @hp8ss.  No caps. Thanks! 

 
 

 

Helfrich Park was chosen to 
participate in an Indiana 
Department of Education 
pilot program to expose 8th 
graders more deeply in 
career exploration.  More 
information will be coming 
during the second semester. 
Congratulations to Mrs. King 
and Ms. Ryan for their 
leadership in this worthwhile 
experience for students. 
 
 

 

 
National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) 

With a grant from the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, HPSA has been 
teaching archery in gym classes and we have had an after-school club.  This year 
we are planning on taking it to the next level and create a team that will compete 
on weekends.  Look for more information coming in early OCT. 
 



 

We have a hand full of yearbooks 
left from last year.  If you  didn't get 
one,  you can see Mrs. Roblero in 
the media center. The cost is $20. 

 
 

Robotics 
Come be part of Helfrich Park’s award winning robotics teams.  Students will 
work in groups to learn how to build and program Lego robots to perform 
specific tasks like following a maze, sumo wrestling, mini-golf, and jousting. 
 
7th and 8th graders will meet on Thursdays after school beginning Sept.  14th 
 
6th graders will meet on Mondays after school beginning Sept.  25th 
  
All students will be expected to have a ride home at 4:00 p.m. or ride the after 
school bus. For questions email Mrs. King at virginia.king@evsck12.com

 

 
 

2017 TUG OF WAR TEAM 
Sydney Hart, Zach Traylor, Hannah Wissel, Austin Diedrich, Cameron Decker, 
Jonas Barnett, Pierce Wolters, Kyrsten Seale, Dylan Martin, Samantha Redd, 

Mara Higdon, and Alyssa Haynes 
 

 

mailto:virginia.king@evsck12.com


VOLLEYBALL  
Our girls are on FIRE this year, winning both of their first matches against 
McGary Middle School.  Congratulations!   
JV team: Emily Taylor, Samantha Redd, Holli Guffey, Jaylin Mockabee, Ali Payne, 
Alyssa McMurtry, Norah Miller, Alli Bishop, Ava Traylor ,Aniyah Givens, Zada 
Bratcher, and Katie Futrell.   
Varsity team:  Hope Bell, Bella Uhde, Kyla Sallee, Khylee Young, Kaleigh Meritt, 
Hannah Wissel, Trinity Kissel, Maddy Reyher, Jacqueline Cain, and Hailey Goff.   
Managers:   Abbygayle Rexing and Rachel Deig. 
For the first time this year, we will also have a 6th grade volleyball team.  They 
will play a limited schedule and really focus on fundamentals.   
6th Grade Team:   Nakia Dennis, Brieze Gray, Lydia Greene, Alexis Hale, Bianca 
Olewinski, Lucy Patton, Abbygayle Rexing, Megan Stewart. 
 

 

Puma News Crew 
To be on the morning announcements, students must be in Student Council 
and be recommended by a teacher.  This year’s crew is: 6th Grade - Ellie Burnett, 
Ava Traylor, and Cole Arnold; 7th Grade: Alexandra Garland, Samantha Redd, 
Wes Mills, Hannah Miller, and Paul Sellers; 8th Grade: Cameron Decker, Kaleigh 
Merritt, Kelsie Clay, Ben Golloher, Faith Gill, FJ Miller, and Natalie Downs. 

 
CROSS COUNTRY NEWS - The team has been training hard and has 2 meet 
under their belts.  Good luck to our runners -  Madison Wigg, Maggie Wiseman, 
Anna Hoffmann, Emma Paul, Lila Pfettscher, Mallory Sibbitt, Mariah Williams, 
Allison Bishop, Nakia Dennis, Lydia Greene, Alexis Hale, Abby Hessler, Brittany 
Hoffman, Isabel Maxheimer, Ava Traylor, Chloe Leinenweaver, Zeke Andrews, Alex 
Clark, Loden Greenwell, Alex Hartmann, Ayden Johnston, Connor McClarney, 
Koston McReynolds, John Hackney, Jackson Hallam, Ayden Hessler, Derek 
Hoffman, Garrett Motz, Rafael Pistey, Ethan Steinhart, Noah Townsend, Zachary 
Traylor, Tyler Weinzapfel, nate Bell, Gavin Brendel, Joseph Churchill, Jacob 
Conner, Anthony Elgin, Robert Goodloe, Connor Herron, Conner Johnson, Kevin 
Pender, TJ Reagan, Sawyer Mossberger, and Colton Pfettscher.  The next meet is 
Saturday September 2nd at the Gibson Southern Invitational. 
 

The Helfrich Park Speech Team is preparing for their season! The first meet will 

be at Plaza Park on Sept. 12, second meet is at Thompkins on Sept. 19th. The 

city meet will be all 1-2-3rd place students and will be the last week in 

September. Good luck to all participants! 



 

Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) 
 

A new student lead club is starting this year - the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes is a group of students that come together to share their faith and 

build a community of support.  Students do not have to be an athlete to 

join this club, all students at HPSA are welcome to attend. First Meeting is 
Wednesday, September 6th. 

 
 
Thank you to the parents who helped 
pass out thinkpads!  You are awesome! 

 
Evette Futrell 

Kelly Mann 
Jessica Minor 

Windy Gee 
Esther Driggs 
Karen Gorman 

Allison Allen 
Skye Cook 

Emma Niederhaus 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Parent Shout-Outs!! 

 
Jessica Minor, Elke & DJ Pfettscher, Sara 
Mossberger, Rachel Arrington, Samantha 
Stewart, Stephanie Vogt, and Shelley Patton.  
 
We appreciate your help with collecting class 
fees and volunteering at our Fun Night! 

 
Follow Helfrich Park STEM Academy on Facebook to get lots of 
information about what is going on!  We post the daily 
announcements every day on Facebook.  It may be the best way 
to know what your students know but are forgetting to tell you 
each night. 



Spirit Squad 
This year the Helfrich Park Cheer           
Squad and the Dance Team are           
combining to form the first ever           
SPIRIT SQUAD! 
Congratulations to Anna     
Koonce, Aviri Wright, Ayana       
Pender, Brianna Hoffman, Brieze       
Gray, Brittany Hoffman, Faith Gill,         
Faith Jochim, Hailey Goebel,       
Hannah Martin, Holli Spaetti,       

Jacqueline Cain, Kacie Roberts, Kaitlyn Mitchell, Katelan Huffman, Kaydee Schenk,                   
Kelsie Clay, Kennedy Gauer, Kyla Sallee, Madison Phelps, Madison Schenk, Madison                     
Stilwell, Mallory Sibbit, Norah Miller, Rachel Deeg, Se’Riyah Carson, Taylor Vogt, and                       
Tessa Gustin 


